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ABOVE: Santa (Simon Sim) with Ruth and children plus ET THE start of the Christmas 


BELOW: Paul and Raj of Delteys (sponsors of the event) caught in a snow storm. lebrated Dy th 
Photographs by Russell Price. season was celebrated by the 


lighting of the community 
Christmas tree on the Leys. 

The Maluchy Polish Choir, 
Orchard Meadow, Pegasus and 
Windale junior schools were 
joined by The Oxford Academy, 


© 
Blackbird Leys Choir and the 
Salvation Army Band who all 
took part in the event, and 
provided performances, music 


and singing. 
Santa was in residence in his 


grotto, and Deputy Lord Mayor, 
Cllr Rae Humberstone switched 
on the lights. There was even 
a snow machine to add some 


winter magic! 
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LEYS NEWS is an independent newspaper and a social enterprise. 

It is owned by Leys News Limited, is part of the Community Media 
Group, and is funded through a mixture of grants and advertising 
revenue. Itis delivered free to homes and businesses across the 
Leys. Leys News is produced by a team of volunteers who attend free 
Community Journalism Training courses. 

If you would like to volunteer as part of our team and help to 
produce your local, independent newspaper please email the editor 
(details below) for more information and an informal chat about how 
you can help. 
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Address: Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford 0X4 7BX (Vehicle access via Jack Argent Close) 
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Editor: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
Advertising: advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 
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Published by Leys News Ltd. 
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Memorial 
garden will open 
in the spring 


By RICHARD CHIDWICK 


A NEW memorial garden in 
memory of Councillor Val Smith 
is near to completion and will be 
officially unveiled in the spring. 

The new memorial garden 
consists of three benches and 
neatly adorned paths joining 
them up. The gardens are 
situated in the park next to the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 

Chair of Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council, Gordon Roper said: “The 
memorial gardens were built here 
when Val passed away. She was 
very highly thought of on the 
estate, so we felt there should 
be something to be put here to 
remember her by it. We got the 
Parish Council agreement for it 
and they said go ahead with the 
plans.” 

Gordon added: “The gardens 
were designed by the City 


Chair of Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Gordon Roper in the soon to be completed memorial garden. 


Council Parks Department which 
they approved and were then 
keen to get on with it. As an after 
thought, we had an extra two 
benches put in for Carol Roberts 
and Barbara Gatehouse as we felt 
there should be something put 
here in memory of them as well.” 
Tina Mould, who works at 
Oxford City Council, designed 


the memorial benches. She 
said: “I talked a number of ideas 
through with Gordon Roper in 
conjunction with the BBL Parish 
Council. Concepts included 
having seating, ensuring that 
there were views encompassing 
Blackbird Leys, and creating a 
peaceful but natural garden to 
reflect in.” 


Tina added: “As ideas 
progressed | drew a plan, which 
included benches, stones and 
grasses. The benches were made 
by The Pathway Workshop from 
wood recycled from our nature 
reserves, stone was sourced from 
a local quarry and ornamental 
grasses were chosen to give an all 
year round natural display.” 


CHRISTMAS LETTER 
FROM TEAM 


HO HO HO...HELLO! 

By the time your Christmas issue of Leys News lands on 
your door mat we will be a whisker away from the big 
day, and no doubt excitement will be reaching fever 
pitch in houses across the Leys. 

| love Christmas and everything about it from 
choosing a tree to writing the cards and even making 
(badly!) a few mince pies. | get ridiculously excited 
about festive tunes on the radio and love it when I see 
the houses on the Leys displaying their magnificent 
light displays. However, for me the best part of the 
festive season is being able to spend time with friends 
and family and enjoy some festive food and great 
conversation. 

Christmas can be a difficult time of the year for many 
people, and | think that often among the tinsel and the 
turkey it is all too easy to forget what this winter holiday 
season is all about. From worrying about spending 
too much, to making sure everyone has a present and 
perhaps coping with being alone for the first time at 
Christmas-the festive season is not fun for everyone. 

In previous years, | have strived to create the 
perfect Christmas for everyone. Broadly speaking this 
involves endless list making, shopping trips, panic 
buying and then the inevitable tears before bedtime 
when | collapse exhausted, in a heap on Christmas Eve 
because once again | have completely over done it. 
These days | have different priorities, and they do not 
involve over spending or over indulging. As we head to 
Christmas Day | urge you all to think before you spend 
and reassess what Christmas should really be about. 

This year my Christmas won't be perfect, but it will 
be as it should be-celebrating the end of the year with 
my family and having fun! 

However you spend the next couple of weeks, we 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2017 and 
we will be back in February. 

Thank you for all your support this year. 

Best wishes from the team at Leys News and the 


PEGASUS school has spaces at its nursery for families in the Leys. Pegasus Primary 
School, which includes the nursery, was judged as “Good” following its last Ofsted 
inspection, with inspectors praising the school as a place where children get off to a 
flying start in the nursery and reception classes. 

Madhu Richards at the Trust, said: “We have nursery spaces in the schools within 
our Trust and we wanted to make parents in the area aware of this fact. This is 
particularly true of Pegasus Primary School.” 

Ofsted Inspectors found that pupils thoroughly enjoy school and thrive, and 
that parents are tremendously positive about all aspects of the school, and would 
recommend the school to another parent. 


E For more information ring 01865 778624 
email contact@blackbirdacademytrust.org.uk 
or go to www.blackbirdacademytrust.org 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 

Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin Launchbury, Peter Nowland and Pat 
Stannard. For contact and further details see page 7. 


Oxfordshire 
County Council 


LEYS DIVISION 

Steve Curran — Labour. 88 
Fairacres Road, Oxford, 0X4 1TG 
T 01865 727824 

& 07941 785538 

E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Oxford City Council 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 

Linda Smith — Labour. 

125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, 
0X3 ORB 

@ 07961 121704 

E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


Rae Humberstone — Labour. 

75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ 
@ 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 


Andrew Smith — Labour. 

Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport 
Way, Oxford. 

T 01865 595790 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 

5 Regent Street, Oxford, 0X4 1QU 
T 07767 311425 

E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 


E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Community Media Group 
Jennifer Pegg — Labour Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Sarah Edwardy 
T 07525 720599 Centre from 3pm. 


John Charlton 
Julian Dourado- 


E: cllrjpegg@oxford.gov.uk 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND (BLAP) 


By Sue Price 


BLAP are always on the look out for more volunteers to 
work with children or to help with the administration. 


Javore one of the young people at BLAP has been taking 
photos for the web site having first drawn up a “Story 
board” of the pictures he would like to take around BLAP. 

He wanted to take pictures of one of the favourite 
games - playing 40-40 in the dark. 

The zip wire is still very popular as is the snooker table 
and the snacks that are on offer when the children first 
arrive from the schools. Once the web site is up and 
running people on our estate will be able to look up 
all special events such as the February half term play 
scheme February 13-17 for 8-13 year olds. 

BLAP is also going to form a Facebook group so 
parents can keep in touch with all that is being planned 
at BLAP and make suggestions. Any parent wanting to 
be part of this group should let Joey know. 

We are grateful for all the financial help we get from 
many local organisations to help run BLAP. In particular 
we are grateful to the Parish Council, City Council and 
very recently from Oxford University Community Fund, 
some of the colleges and the Oxford Sports and Social 


Club. 


E Joey Phillips, BLAP’s play leader can be contacted 
on 01865 236646 or email blap76@yahoo.co.uk for 
details of all the activities and opportunities for 
volunteering at BLAP. He can also tell you how BLAP 
makes an ideal place to hold a children’s party. 


Families to be 
hit by benefit 
cap changes 


TWO hundred and sixty five 
Oxford households could be hit 
as the Government reduces the 
amount of benefit a family can 
receive this month. 

The cap limits the amount of 
benefit a working age household 
can get. If a household's total 
benefits would be above the 
limit, their housing benefit is cut 
so they get no more than the 
benefit cap amount. 

In November, the benefit 
cap was reduced from £500 a 
week to £385 a week for families 
whose benefits were already 
capped. Forty eight Oxford 
families lost up to an additional 
£116 a week from their housing 
benefit on top of reductions they 
had already seen. 

From December, the £385 
a week benefit cap limit will 


apply to all couples and families 
claiming housing benefit. Single 
people without children will also 
see their limit reduced from £350 
a week to £258 a week. 

Councillor Susan Brown, 
Board Member for Customer and 
Corporate Services, said: “Two 
hundred and sixty five Oxford 
households are facing a bleaker 
Christmas when the government 
reduces the benefit cap limit in 
December. This is on top of the 
48 families who lost up to £116 
a week more from their housing 
benefit last month. 

“High rents in Oxford mean 
that private tenants with two 
children will be affected. The 
City Council expects that Oxford 
tenants will lose £1.1 million a 
year from their housing benefit 
and that nearly a thousand 


BLAP is planning a website 
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Photograph by Russell Price. 


Get the latest local community news 
on your mobile phone, tablet and PC. 


Oxford Today is the digital home of the Community 
Media Group. Publishers of all the hyperlocal 


children in Oxford will be living in newspapers that are distributed across Oxford. 
families affected by the benefit 
cap. Sick and disabled single 
people will also be affected by 
the benefit cap for the first time. 
“We know that this will be 
a huge shock to many and our 
specialist Welfare Reform Team 
has worked hard to help local 
people who are likely to be 
affected. Our excellent team 
offer advice and support and 
that can include temporary 
financial help to pay the rent." 


Oxford Today will give you: 


e The latest news stories affecting you in 
your local area and across Oxford 


e Events happening across Oxford 
e Jobs and recruitment news 


e Opportunities to upload your own events 
and news stories 


e 24 hour news 


E Any Oxford resident in social 
or private rented housing who 
is affected by the benefit cap 
or who is worried that they 
may be affected, can phone 
the team on 01865 252755, 
text on 07786 207664, or drop 
in to the office in St Aldate’s. 


www.oxfordtocay.news 
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for some 
festive fun 


YOU can buy two cat 
collars for one pound 
at the Pound Shop, 
and there are lots of 
different options for 
trimmings available 
from craft shops and 
haberdasheries. 
Carefully open out 


the cat collar and then 


cut two pieces of the 
trimming for each 


collar. You will need to 
attach the trimming in 
pieces as the cat collars 
need to be able to still 


be adjusted to fit the 
cat. 


To make them look 
more of a gift | bought 
some small cardboard 
jewellery boxes , which 


are just the right size 
to display the collars, 


plus you can add a few 


catnip treats to the 


boxes to make the gift 


extra special. 


Jaz up a pound 
shop cat collar 


Give your christmas 
tree some bling! 


You will need: 
Polynesian balls 
pva glue 

spray glue 
glitter 

tassels 

ribbon 

florist wire 


All of these are available at craft shops. You will also 


need a wooden skewer. 

Put a ball onto a skewer. Water down some PVA 
glue and either dip or paint the glue on the ball. 

Holding the ball over paper or container, dust with 
the glitter. Stand in a jar and leave to dry over night. 
Next go outside or open a window, and spray the balls 
with spray glue, add more glitter as before and leave 
overnight to dry. 

Then with the florist wire, carefully push through 
the ball and bend back on yourself to attach the tassel. 
Thread one or two more balls and again bend the 

wire back and twist leaving enough to grab to add 
ribbon at the top. Hang ona tree and admire. | think 
they look really expensive and you have the joy of 
knowing that you made them yourself. 


doggy 
biscuits they 


will woof 
down 


4 oz of peanut 
butter 
80z of bread flour 


1 egg 


MIX together and 
cook on gas mark 4 
until just brown. 
The bone shaped 
cookie cutter costs 
just £1.75 from the 
cake shop in the 
Covered Market, 
Oxford City centre. 

They smell 
wonderful and my 
dog Mandy woofed 
them down! 

To give as a gift 
you could place in 
ajar with a lid and 
add a nice label. 
You could also add 
the cookie cutter 
on some ribbon 
and hand write the 
recipe. 


Sweet treats for 
friends and family 


MAKE these retro sweets for 
friends. You will need: 

1 free-range egg white 

v2 lemon, juice only 

1 tsp peppermint flavouring, 
1 tsp rose flavouring, 1 tsp 
strawberry flavouring, 
425g/15 oz icing sugar, plus 
extra for dusting 

Food colours: red and pink 
Bar of dark chocolate 


Shift icing sugar into a bowl, 
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whisk egg white in another 
bowl. Combine and add 
lemon juice, mix well. 
Divide into three. Add 
peppermint flavouring to one 
part, strawberry flavouring 
and red food colour to one 
part and add rose flavouring 
and pink food colour to the 
last part. 

Roll out and either cut 
out or roll into small shapes. 
Leave in the fridge 20 mins 
and then melt dark chocolate 
and either drizzle over or dip 
one side in or both. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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No one should have no one 
— at Christmas, and b 


AGE UK Oxfordshire firmly believes 
that everybody should have 
somebody. Staggeringly, as many 
as 13,000 people in Oxfordshire can 
go a month without speaking to 
anybody. 

It is shocking that the effect of 
loneliness and isolation on mortality 
is comparable to the impact of 
well-known risk factors such as 
obesity, and has a similar influence as 
cigarette smoking. 

But loneliness is preventable. This 
year Age UK has launched a national 
initiative called No One should have 
No One and firmly believes that 
everybody should have somebody. 
Locally, Age UK Oxfordshire is 
teaming up with Oxfordshire County 
Council Fire and Rescue to help raise 
awareness of the silent and often 
unnoticed danger that is loneliness. 


and information to older vulnerable 
people that they come into contact 
with. 

One way that Age UK Oxfordshire 
works to combat loneliness is 
through their Phone Friends service. 
Phone Friends, Age UK Oxfordshire’s 
unfunded telephone befriending 
service, make approximately 500 
calls to older people each week. 

Currently over 230 of the most 
lonely and isolated people in 
Oxfordshire are receiving at least 
one call a week from one of Age UK's 
37 Phone Friends volunteers. This 
included 382 evening calls and 234 
weekend calls made by volunteers 
from their homes last year. 

A spokesman for Age UK 
Oxfordshire said: “Our Phone Friends 
are some of the loneliest and isolated 
people in society, home-bound or 
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feeling forgotten and overlooked as 
a result. 

“It is vital that this service, the 
Information and Advice line and 
other Age UK Oxfordshire services 
receive funds in order to continue. As 
you can imagine, at this time of year, 
that one phone call from a phone 
friend can be a lifeline.” 

Mick Dillon, Age UK Oxfordshire’s 
new Chief Executive, is passionate 
about combating loneliness. Mick 
said: “It is tragic that loneliness is so 
prevalent today and having sucha 
negative impact on so many people. 
We should all make a point of 
looking out for all our neighbours.” 

Chris Barber, Station Manager for 
Oxfordshire County Council Fire & 
Rescue Service, said: “Christmas and 
the New Year can be lonely times of 
the year. 
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make sure they are safe and well. services available to the residents of 


even bed-bound, unable to take 
advantage of other services such as 
lunch clubs or activities and often 


Oxfordshire County Council Fire 
and Rescue will be distributing 1,000 
goodie bags filled with useful items 


Over the festive period please 
take a moment to check on elderly 
relatives, friends or neighbours and 


Age UK Oxfordshire are one of the 
partners we are working with to 
raise awareness of the support and 


Oxfordshire, helping them stay safe 
and well at home." 


If you would like to help combat loneliness you can do so by visiting https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/ageukoxfordshire/noone 


or by texting AUKO33 £10 (or an amount of your choice) to 70070. 


Back British farming 
this Christmas 


THE NFU is encouraging people to back 
British farming and put British produce 
at the heart of their Christmas meal and 
other festive feasts this year. 

The leading trade association for 
farmers and growers is making it easy for 
people to find a quality, farm fresh bird 
and many of the trimmings. Its online 
turkey finder www.ukturkeys.co.uk 
enables shoppers to tap in their postcode, 
find a local turkey producer and cut food 
miles. There are tips on cooking your 
turkey too. 

An NFU spokeswoman said: “Nothing 
beats a locally reared bird to treat your 
family, so click on our online turkey finder 
to find the centrepiece of your Christmas 
meal. There are hundreds of turkey 
producers to choose from and all budgets 
are catered for. By buying local and British, 
you'll be getting quality, value produce, 
cutting food miles and supporting the 
rural economy. In many cases you can 
speak to the farmer or grower who has 
produced your festive fare.” 

The NFU's festive hub www.nfuonline. 
com/christmas also has information on 
choosing a British Christmas tree, picking 
a British poinsettia, selecting sprouts and 
parsnips, sourcing English sparkling wine, 
cheese and much more. 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


www.templarssquare.com 


ADVERTISEMENT 


_ 


Fast & Easy-to-use WiFi 


Simply search for available networks 
and choose ‘The Cloud’ 


www.templarssquare.com 
129 Pound Way, Cowley, 
Oxford, OX4 3XH 
Tel: 01865 74886 
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By Meghan McCaule 


Improvements 


OVER the years at school, we have been told exams 
are good. We spend all our time either preparing for 
them, stressing about them, or doing them. Most 
students have issues with them, but let me provide 
some reasons why they are excellent improvements 
to our lives. 

Firstly, they greatly improve research and reading 
skills, For example, many people will spend a fair 
chunk of exam seasons researching important 
topics. These topics include things like: ‘well paid 
jobs that need no qualifications‘, or perhaps ‘how 
to memorize a lot of quotes very fast’ or ‘do | really 
need GCSEs?’. Any information found in these areas 
will certainly be avidly read, possibly several times, 
and maybe even memorised. 

Exam preparation can also make you a more 
cultured and well-rounded person. This is 
because revision can be somewhat tedious and so 
background music is sometimes necessary. 

Lyrics will only be distracting though, so who 
do we turn to? Mozart, of course! And then all 
of a sudden you can name twelve different 
compositions and are immediately more interesting 
to talk to at dinner parties. (Or Beethoven. It 
depends on personal taste and how many 
composers you know. The limit is very often one.) 

Communication. If anything, exams will make 
our communication better. Many messages will 
be repeated many times through different forms 
of communication. A whisper — ‘when did we 
ever learn this?’, or a text — ‘will | ever use this after 
exams?’ or whilst screaming at a table with others 
looking on in mild concern - ‘why is my life so 
difficult?’. As we have been told, asking questions is 
always a good thing. ‘i \ 

Exams bring about a certain sadness, because THE OVER 60s Bingo Club started celebrating Christmas early with their special festive meal. Over 50 members enjoyed the special party 
very often they mean a big change is about to take at the Blackbird Leys Bowls Pavilion. The Club meets regularly on a Wednesday from 1 to 3pm and as well as playing bingo they also have 


place. For example, leaving sixth form to go to lunch and chance to catch up with friends. The club always welcomes new members. To join contact Ann Ranger on 01865 430504 
university, or in my case, moving up to sixth form, or 


college, or to an apprenticeship. 
This sadness can be turned into a great life skill, 
though: persuasion. This takes place in certain 


xme IT SEuth Central Ambulance 

decision to perhaps stay on at your current school e 

ee Service — ‘The new front 
; 

door to urgent care’ 


Your valuable persuasion skills come into 

play when other friends want to leave and go 

somewhere else, and downright pleading doesn't 

convince them to stay. If you're not good at 

persuading then you could possibly try being 

supportive of their choices, but this is significantly 

morg difficult. : , , SOUTH Central Ambulance Service (SCAS), officer for the procurement process said: integrated urgent care service for the 

Finally, a valuable skill to aan) logic and the current provider of NHS 111, has been "We are pleased to be working with SCAS people of the Thames Valley for the next 

problem solving: WHEN gnen aang timetable, selected by the 10 clinical commissioning on this exciting transformation, building on five years.” 

One may notice that they are satina completely groups across the Thames Valley as the the strong performance currently delivered Care UK was initially selected as the 

different seat humber In EVETY Exam, which preferred provider to deliver an integrated to patients across the Thames Valley. preferred supplier of the new service, but 

presentsihe question: wiy am lsatin unteren urgent care service across the Thames “We are now entering a co-production withdrew from the procurement process 

places When My initials: don rename postion inte Valley. phase with SCAS, which is stillan ongoing after identifying issues with their bid. 

order of all students? ; E A Launching next year, it will be delivered part of the procurement process. A formal In line with the published procurement 

After some very logical thinkiag will Occur in partnership with other local providers, contract will be awarded once this phase process, Thames Valley Clinical 

to the person that different people take different and will offer patients access to a seamless has been completed successfully.” Commissioning Groups invited the reserve 
24/7 urgent clinical assessment and SCAS's Chief Operating Officer Philip bidder, an alliance of NHS organisations led 
treatment service — bringing together Astle said “SCAS is delighted to be by South Central Ambulance Service, to 
NHS 111, GP out of hours and other clinical working with the Clinical Commissioning enter a co-production process with them 

advice, such as dental, medicines and Groups and our partners from Berkshire, to design a new integrated urgent care 

mental health. Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire to system for Thames Valley. 

Sam Burrows, the senior responsible design and deliver a transformational 


subjects and therefore the numbering and ordering 
will change slightly in each exam. This doesn’t 
explain the changes in seating in the compulsory 
maths and English exams that everyone takes but 
we'll skip past that. Blissful ignorance is also a very 
lovely skill to possess nowadays, after all. Perhaps 
the most valuable of all? 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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TWO Oxfordshire charities 
have expressed concern about 
a change of venue for Tribunal 
hearings when people need 
to appeal an adverse benefit 
decision. 

Currently, Tribunal hearings 
take place in Seacourt Tower in 
Botley, however hearings are now 
to be moved to the Combined 
Courts in St Aldates. This change 
of venues has the potential to 
cause a lot of additional distress 
to people going through the 
appeals process, according to 
local not-for-profit organisations 
Oxfordshire Mind and 
Oxfordshire Welfare Rights. 

Oxfordshire Mind’s Benefits 
for Better Mental Health Team 
has been successfully supporting 
vulnerable people who need 
support from benefits due to 
their mental health for many 
years. On average, they see over 
600 people and help to secure 
£1.1million in entitlement every 
year. This helps people access the 
support they need — for example 
the out-of-work disability benefit 
Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA) while their 
mental health prevents them 
from working at this time. 

David Bryceland, Benefits for 
Better Mental Health Coordinator 


3 Don't be a scam 


victim this festive 


season 


IT MAY well be a season of 
goodwill, but sadly it’s also a season 
of scams, and Oxford City Council 
wants to make sure that the city’s 
residents don't fall victim. 

The Council was recently told of 
a phone incident where a caller told 
the resident that they were from 
Oxford City Council and asked if 
they had had an accident, before 
requesting more information. After 
the recipient became suspicious 
and asked some difficult questions, 
the caller hung up 

Of course it’s not just phone calls 
that you may need to be careful of. 
There have also been recent cases 


m of scam emails surfacing. One that 
= the Council was made aware of 


claimed to be from Her Majesty's 


B Revenue and Customs offering a 
& refund of Council Tax (HMRC has 


nothing to do with Council Tax 
collection). 
Cllr Ed Turner, Deputy Leader 


; * of the Council, and Board Member 


for Finance, Asset Management 


Charities express 
concerns over change 
of tribunal venue 


at Oxfordshire Mind, said: “Going 
through a Tribunal hearing can 
be stressful at the best of times, 


let alone when you have a mental 


health problem and when you're 
struggling financially. 

As a mental health charity 
which provides emotional 
support during assessments, 
we're concerned about the 
impact that the change of 
Tribunal venue will have on 
those we support. Changing 
the location of hearings will add 
additional, unnecessary anxiety 
to what is already a distressing 
process. 

On top of existing challenges 
such as finding parking in central 
Oxford, and being subjected to 
security searches, there is now 
the additional problem of going 
toa different and unfamiliar 
venue. Our team remains 
dedicated to making our users 
feel as safe and calm as possible 
despite all the barriers they face.” 


Oxfordshire Welfare Rights has 
been providing specialist advice 
and tribunal representation 
for over 30 years. Sarah Darby, 
Manager of Oxfordshire Welfare 
Rights, added: “We mirror the 
concerns of Oxfordshire Mind. 

As an organisation who 
represent not only those with 
mental health problems but also 
those with physical disabilities, 
we are extremely concerned 
over the accessibility of the new 
venue. 

To add to the anxiety of 
attending a tribunal hearing 
by locating it at such a distance 
from the nearest car park will add 
additional unnecessary stress. 

We are concerned that many 
people will decide against 
pursuing an appeal and therefore 
will not access income they are 
entitled to. Oxfordshire Welfare 
Rights will continue to support 
Oxford City residents with a free 
legal representation service.” 


E Details of the service Oxfordshire Welfare Rights provide can be found on their website at 
www.oxfordshirewelfarerights.btck.co.uk 


and Public Health said: “Oxford 
City Council operates a highly 
effective anti-fraud team that 
works in partnership with the 
police, the National Anti-Fraud 
Network and other agencies to 
combat this kind of fraud. The 
team investigates all instances of 
possible scams reported to them. 
If you are uncertain about a phone 
call or email you receive that claims 
to be from Oxford City Council you 
can report it to the team at fraud@ 
oxford.gov.uk 

You can also get advice from the 
police’s National Fraud and Cyber 
Crime Reporting Centre at www. 
actionfraud.police.uk 

These kinds of scams are typical 
for this time of year, but don't let 
your guard down during the rest 
of the year as fraudsters can strike 
anytime. Cllr Turner added: “These 
hoaxes can be convincing and it 
pays to be careful. A little vigilance 
can go along way in keeping you 
safe from scams.” 


What's going on 
under all that 
winter snow? 


GARDEN wildlife often 
hibernates, as food is rare 
and it gets cold making life 
difficult in winter. 

Many creatures hide away 
in log and leaf piles, nestle 
into tree bark, disappear 
into compost heaps or 
mud. Some species, such 
as birds and squirrels, don't 
hibernate, but struggle - 
using up fat reserves. One of 
the more important things 
you may have done this year 
is plant some bushes that 
produce flames of berries, 


ideal to feed the winter birds. 


Be sure that if you have, the 
birds will gorge themselves 
on them. 

Seeds for the birds don't 
have to come in a plastic 
bag from the supermarket 
either! Leave some shrubs 
unpruned as those old 
flower heads will provide a 


By Stuart Mabutt 


nutritious food source and 
shelter too. Having some 
‘untidy’ vegetation—dead 
though it may be— also 
makes gardens more 
appealing than seeing just 
snow everywhere on flat 
surfaces. Yes snow, it’s that 
time of year again. 

What a pleasure it can 
give as it hangs off the flower 
stems of your uncut perennial 
and shrubby plants. If the 
snow gets too deep, the 
novelty soon wears off, but 
we can rest in the knowledge 
that those unpruned plants 
are providing some shelter 
under all that snow. Once it 
melts you can get back out 
and ‘tidy’ up’ in spring. 

If it does snow this winter, 
give a thought for the wildlife 
covered in the white stuff. 
Think about the shelter 
you can provide under the 
layers of snow as it falls. If we 
are successful, much of the 
wildlife will then return to 
shower us in much joy as it all 
starts to reappear when the 
warmer days arrive. 


Parish Council 


Tuesday, 31 January, 7pm 


Tuesday, 28 February, 7pm 


Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John 
Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin Launchbury, 
Peter Nowland and Pat Stannard. 


Phone (9am-5pm) 07754 271831 


Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 

minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go 
to the community website 
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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By Beth Speich 


CHRISTMAS stockings are 
quite simple to make, once 
you know how. Plus, when 
you've understood the basic 
method you can add all sorts 
of embellishments, embroidery 
and personal details. 

Here’s a tutorial for a basic 
stocking with a loop for 
hanging. 


S? 


1. Draw and cut a basic stocking/ h Ñ 
sock shape from paper or card 
to use as your template. Draw it 2. Use your template to cuttwo 3. Take one lining piece and 


as big or small as you like - just pieces from your ‘main’ fabric, one main fabric piece, and place 
remember to add 1cmor soto and two from your lining fabric. them right sides facing (best/ 
all edges as seam allowance, or The pieces should mirror patterned sides together, and 
the stocking will end up smaller each other so that the wrong sides facing out). 

than you planned. Alternatively, patterned/best side is always Sew straight along the top, 
you can find one online to print. facing outwards (Picture 1). as shown by the dashed lines in 


the photo (Picture 2). 


4. Open it out - you should 
have something that looks like 
this. Repeat with the other two 
pieces (Picture 3). 


5. Place one piece on top of the 
other; right sides together. 

Make sure your sewn lines are 
right on top of each other, and 
pin in place. 

Slip in a length of ribbon, 
folded over - as shown in the 
photo. 

It should be hidden so that 
when you've sewn it all together, 
it will pop out to the right side. 

Pin securely, then sew all the 
way around but leave a gap of a 
few inches at the bottom of the 
lining (Picture 4). 


6. Cut around the edge with 
pinking shears, or snip triangles. 
This is important as it removes 
the bulk, so you'll have a nice 
smooth edge around the curves 
(Picture 5). 


7. Turn the entire stocking inside 
itself and keep pushing until the 
right side is showing. 

Sew up the small gap in the 
lining, then continue pushing 
the lining into the main fabric 
stocking. 

Give it all a good press with 
an iron, and topstitch around 
the top. 

This is partly decorative, 
partly practical in that it 
prevents the lining from coming 
out (Picture 6). 


Fill your 
stockings 
with these treats 


IF LIKE many of us, you have still got a few gifts a good choice-supermarkets such as Aldi and 
to buy but you are rapidly running out of time, Lidl have fabulous Christmas treats for just a 
money and inspiration then don’t panic! few pounds. Wrap in some festive paper, add a 
It is all too easy to overspend in the last crucial | bow or some ribbon and you have a simple gift 
few days before Christmas, and the last thing that anyone will love. 
anyone wants is to start the New Year in the @ Pot plants or herbs for the kitchen 
red. Remember that you don’t HAVE to buy windowsill are always well received. Wrap in 
everyone a present at Christmas. a piece of brown paper or tissue paper, add 
If you have a group of friends and are feeling a handmade gift tag and you are good to 
under pressure to buy gifts, either suggest go. Pots of herbs start from about £1.50 in 
that this year you don’t bother and save your supermarkets. 
money, or arrange a festive get together © A festive bouquet or posy tied with ribbon 
instead and ask everyone to bring something will make a great centrepiece as well as a 
tasty to eat or drink. This is a great way to thoughtful gift. Buy individual bunches of 
catch up with everyone, exchange cards and supermarket flowers and make up your own 
say Happy Christmas and you will havea great bouquets. 
time without having to blow your budget. @ Offer your time-perhaps some babysitting, 
For family members suggest waiting until dog walking, house or car cleaning or 
the January sales and on Christmas Day enjoy gardening duties. People have busy lives and 
a festive meal together, play games, exchange may be grateful for some help! 
small token gifts and handmade cards and @ Make some time and take a friend out for 
hang on to your well-earned cash for justafew coffee and a mince pie-sometimes the simplest 
days when you will be able to bag a bargainin gestures are the ones we appreciate the most. 
the sales. If you are still short of ideas, we have put 
If you are still keen to treat yournearest and together a few of our favourite ideas for last 
dearest, then here are a few ideas that look minute stocking fillers that, at under £10, won't 
impressive without costing a fortune: break the bank but are guaranteed to put a 
@ A small box of luxury chocolates are always smile on someone's face on Christmas morning. 


1. Farmyard set-£4.95 Dotcomgiftshop.com 

2. Inflatable globe-£4.95 Dotcomgiftshop.com 

3. Penguin nail polish-£1.50 PrimarkChristmas 

4. jumper-£10 Primark 

5. Sewing set-£3.95 Dotcomgiftshop.com 

6. Space hopper-£10 Sainsbury’s 

7. Harmonica-£5 Sainsbury's 

8. Candle holder-£3 Matalan 

9. Notebook £8-Sainsbury’s 

10. Giant colouring set-£4.95 Dotcomgiftshop.com 


11. Unicorn money box-£6-Sainsbury’s 


DIFFERENT STROKES 
FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Stella Gathenya 
continues her column 
contrasting the 
differences between 
living here in the UK with 
life in her native Africa. 


WE ARE living in very interesting times what with 
the turn of events that have recently taken place. 

The last few weeks have had people reeling with 
questions of how billionaire Donald Trump won the 
U.S elections. 

The world has gone wild with speculation of 
what is next for the American citizens as well as the 
world at large following his extremely controversial 
outbursts. There is the notion that it was alla 
publicity stunt and that he would not really follow 
through with half the things he had purported he 
would do. 

As the world ponders what the future holds for 
them and as Trump continues to revel in his success 
and public scrutiny one thing comes into play; that 
the citizens of the United States of America were 
craving for some kind of change. 

The society through their votes demonstrated that 
they were tired of the sycophancy culture, of where 
presidential aspirants would convince the populace 
to vote for them on the basis of false promises. 

They were basically going against the political 
establishment. The rest of the world watches with 
baited breath as they ponder whether his success will 
have a ripple effect on other countries. 

No, | have not turned into a political activist but 
| must confess | have become deeply interested in 
politics, as most of us have, following the recent 
occurrences. My miniature version of going against 
the ‘establishment’ | remember was the one time 
when | played truant from school. 

| together with a couple of friends had plotted to 
miss school in the morning in order to avoid sitting 
through double maths. On the D-day morning, 
we took a detour courtesy of Barasa who was the 
only one who claimed to know the way to the town 
centre. 

Our excitement was palpable; the town was a very 
grand place. We soon got there but we did not 
anticipate that we would stand out like sore thumbs 
because our uniform attracted so much attention. 
However, that did not distract us. 

The town centre was a hustle and bustle of 
activities; the air was filled with music booming from 
different shops, there were hoards of people in every 
corner some buying, some selling. 

The pavements were lined with vendors selling all 
sorts of cuisine at very reasonable prices. | was like a 
child in a candy store, | sampled all and sundry using 
the money | had saved for days from the chores | had 
helped do for various people. 

We carried on with our exploring. | marvelled 
at how effortlessly the animals crossed the tarmac 
roads, taxis ferrying people from one point to the 
next. What caught my eye were the motorcycle taxis 
that seemed to be able to carry an infinite amount of 
goods as well people in one go. There was a concrete 
jungle of local businesses lined up next to each other, 
on one side salons, barbers, phone shops, grocery 
outlets on the other side supermarkets, eateries, 
chemists and music outlets. 

The day slipped by so fast that we quickly had to 
make our way back home. Little did we know that 
word had already got home of our mischief. The 
events that followed were sure to make me not to 
have a repeat of that day. As if being unwell for a 
couple of days was not bad enough, | still had to face 
detention once | got back to school. 
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Remember to order 
your repeat prescription 
in time for the festive holidays 


PEOPLE are reminded to make sure 
their medicine cabinets are stocked up 
and their repeat prescriptions ordered 
in time for the Christmas and New Year 
holiday. 

Over the festive period most 
pharmacists and GP surgeries will be 
closed so people are advised to plan 
ahead and order repeat prescription at 
leave five days before. 

Dr Joe McManners, Clinical Chairman 
at Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said: “It is important to plan 
ahead for any required repeat 
prescriptions over the holiday break, so 
please order early and collect in good 
time. 

“We also remind people to keep 
an eye out for elderly family and 
neighbours over the Christmas period. 
There is a lot you can do to help people 
who are frailer than you like making sure 
their home is heated to at least 18°C.” 

Carol Trower, Chief Executive, Local 
Pharmaceutical Committee, said: 
“During winter most coughs, colds and 
sneezes are viral and can be dealt with 
by a pharmacist who are experts in 
many aspects of healthcare. 


“You don't need an appointment to 
see a pharmacist and most pharmacies 
have private consultation areas, so 
they are a good first port of call. Your 
pharmacist will say if you need further 
medical attention.” 

“It is still not too late to get your flu 
vaccination and Pharmacies can also do 
this for you.” 

If you need help over the winter 
period when your GP surgery or 
pharmacy is closed, call NHS 111 and 
speak to a call adviser who will be able to 
direct you to a local service that is open. 
You can also visit NHS choices at www. 
nhs.uk 

Emergency Departments (A&E) 
and the emergency ambulance 
service provide vital care for life- 
threatening emergencies, such as loss of 
consciousness, suspected heart attack 
or stroke, severe breathing difficulties or 
severe bleeding that cannot be stopped. 
In these cases call 999 immediately. 

Choosing the right NHS service 
will help get you the best advice and 
reduces pressure on A&E and GP 
services, freeing them up to help those 
who need it most. 
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Street count confirms 
rough-sleeping remains 
a challenge in Oxford 


ROUGH-sleeping continues to bea 
serious challenge in Oxford. A street 
count conducted in Oxford at the 
beginning of November found 33 
people rough sleeping, down from 
39 in 2015. However, the council and 
homeless organisations estimate that 
at least 47 people could be sleeping 
rough on any given night, down from 
56 in 2015. 

The count was carried out by 
officers from Oxford City Council 
and staff from a number of 
organisations working with rough 
sleepers and homeless people in 
the city, including the Oxford Street 
Population Outreach Team (St 
Mungo’s). An independent verifier 
appointed by DCLG also took part 
in the count in order to ensure 
the count process was conducted 
appropriately and followed the set 
guidance. 

Once a year, between 1 October 
and 31 November, all local authorities 
in England carry out street counts 
or estimates of the number of 
rough sleepers in their area in line 
with Homeless Link guidance. 


The number of rough sleepers 
identified in a count or estimate is 
then reported to the Department of 
Communities and Local Government 
(DCLG). 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board 
Member for Housing, said: “We 
remain concerned with street 
homelessness in the city, even 
though the number of rough 
sleepers counted on the particular 
night has declined compared to last 
year. We applaud the good work 
and support offered by the many 
organisations within the sector to 
some of the most vulnerable people 
in our city. 

However, rough sleeping is 
a big issue in Oxford and we 
want to continue to support the 
organisations that make a difference. 
We are increasingly concerned about 
the effects of the County Council 
cuts to the funding available to 
homeless hostels and supported 
accommodation for rough sleepers. 

We have committed to enter into 
a pooled budget with districts and 
county councils, and Oxfordshire 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Clinical Commissioning Group, to 
mitigate the effects of the cuts. 

But the bottom line is that there 
will be less money available from 1 
April 2017 due to the cuts and this 
means fewer beds for homeless 
people in the city and across the 
county.” 

Pressure on homeless services 
in Oxford is increasing and housing 
costs are unaffordable to those on 
benefits or low incomes. The City 
Council has invested £5 million, with 
another £5 million in match funding 
from Resonance Ltd for a Real 
Lettings scheme that will provide a 
number of homes with low rents for 
people in housing need. Five of these 
homes will be specifically designated 
to people who are moving from 
homeless hostels or supported 
accommodation in the city. 

The City Council has this year 
committed £1.4m to prevent 
homelessness and tackle rough 
sleeping. This funding is allocated to 
anumber of different agencies that 
tackle a range of different issues that 
cause and lead to homelessness. 


Every week at The Leys Children’s Centre - January and February 2017 


MONDAYS 


Time for Toddlers 


9.30am-11.00am, Contact Catherine Westbury-Cook, 01865 773263 


The Listening Centre 
5.30 pm - 9.00 pm, Phone 01865 794794. 


WEDNESDAYS 


ESOL (English as second language) 
9.30 am - 11.30 am 


Midwife Clinic 


For pregnant and feeding mums. Post natal, baby checks, support 
and advice 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm. Phone for an appointment 01865 773263 


The Breastfeeding Café 
12.30 pm - 2.00 pm. Contact Camille Kalaja 


New Baby Group 
For parents and children birth to 12 months 
1.00 pm - 2.30 pm. Contact: The Leys Childrens Centre 


Our website is also regularly updated: www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Or follow us on Facebook 


FRIDAYS 


Oxford Family Mediation Drop-in 


9.30 am - 11.30 am 


11.00 am - 2.00 pm 


Maluchy Group 


Contact Agata 07874187704 


PEEP GROUPS WILL BE 
RUNNING ON THE LEYS 


For information about all ‘Peep’ groups in 
the area contact Peeple 
01865 395145 


Stay and Play with lunch (small fee) 


Second Saturday of the month, 10.15 am - 11.45 am 


VARIOUS COURSES ARE AVAILABLE DURING THE WEEK. 


For more information contact the Leys Children’s Centre 


on 01865 779615/ 773263 


WINDALE 
Stay and Play 
Monday 9.00 am - 10.30 am 
Thursday 1.30 pm - 3.00 pm 


Sure Start 


Chidren’s Centres 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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THE OXFORD PHI 


MANY children today miss out on 


an education in the arts. The Oxford 


Philharmonic Orchestra recognise 
the importance of music in a child's 
education and development. 
Music activates more parts of 
the brain than anything else and 
is intrinsically linked to skills such 
as co-ordination, memory and 
communication, as well as general 
intelligence. 
In addition, music brings people 
together from all backgrounds into 


an environment where they can let 
their creativity run wild. 

Cultural diversity and social 
inclusion form an integral part of 
the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra's 
mission. 

The experience of bringing 
music into the lives of people 
who have had little access to live 
performances before has been a joy 
for the Orchestra to undertake and 
their successful FUNomusica Family 
Concerts presented in partnership 


LHARMONIC ORCHESTRA: 


Win family tickets! 


with the Oxford City Council are just 
one facet of this. 

In these concerts, not only will 
children get to hear a professional 
orchestra in a concert specifically 
designed for young audiences, but 
they have the opportunity to try 
instruments themselves and take 
part in a variety of arts and crafts 
activities. 

The Orchestra also brings music 
to children through their customised 
workshops in local primary schools 


and in the County's designated 
Special Schools. 

The Orchestra run regular 
workshops in two such schools; 
Northern House School and the 
Mulberry Bush School, activities 
which have been hugely popular and 
rated by staff and carers as having 
important beneficial and therapeutic 
impacts. 

All of this work runs alongside the 
Orchestra's regular concerts at the 
Sheldonian Theatre as well as their 
Academy program. 

Music is truly an important 
aspect of every community and of 
every child’s education. Although 
some schools provide excellent 
music education, independent 
organisations such as the Oxford 
Philharmonic Orchestra remain 
essential is providing children with 
musical experiences. 

The next FUNomusica concerts 
will take place in early 2017, and we 
have family tickets to give away in a 
fantastic competition. 

Details of the concerts are as 
follows: 


FUNomusica Family Concert 

5 February 2017 

Oxford Town Hall, 3pm 

Most suitable for ages 8-12 

A time vortex has opened in Oxford 
Town Hall! Thank goodness our 
travelling Time-Lord Alasdair Malloy 
is on hand with his sonic screwdriver 
and the musicians of the Oxford 
Philharmonic to whisk us through 
the centuries, encountering key 
moments and people in history 
while making sure we get back in 
time for tea! 


FUNomusica Family Concert 
5 March 2017 


Popular children’s presenter brings 


book to life on Oxford stage 


OXFORD Playhouse presents Snowflakes, a 
brand new show for little ones in the Burton 
Taylor Studio this Christmas. After much 
success with the Dear Father Christmas 
series, Oxford Playhouse has forged a new 
partnership with children’s TV presenter 
Cerrie Burnell, and brings her magical 


Mitzi and Antony Antunes (In The Night 
Garden, UK Tour and War Horse, National 
Theatre) as Milo. 

Directed by Tina Williams (Artistic 
Director of Pied Piper Theatre Company) 
and teamed with movement director Angela 
Gasparetta (Wish List, Royal Exchange and 


children’s book to the stage. 


Cerrie Burnell is a well-loved CBeebies 
presenter, best-selling children’s author 
and disabilities campaigner. She’s written 


the popular Harper series as well as 


plays, including Winged and The Magical 
Playroom, and Snowflakes will be her first 


book adapted for the stage. 


Mia has come to live with her Grandma, 
far away from where she was born. It isn’t at 


Royal Court), Puppetry Director Roman 
Stefanski (Associate Director at Polka 
Theatre), as well as adorable puppets from 
puppet maker Nick Ash, this tale is full of 
wonder, promoting the beauty, power and 
joy in everyone. A perfect treat and first 
theatre experience for little ones. 


Snowflakes 
At the Burton Taylor Studio 


Persians. 


Sparky's 
Spontaneity 
Rewarded 


SPARKY’S Spontaneous 
Showcase and Spotlight Jam 
kicked off this November's 
musical session with a great 
show. On the roster for this 
night, at a packed out James 
Street Tavern, was Baxter, 
The Mark Atherton Band and 
the headline act The Missing 


encore from the crowd 


the Maytals, followed by many 
more tunes with a rapturous 


shouting “We want more!” 
Next on were the Mark 

Atherton Band who play with 

a variety of different members. 

Their act will be remembered 

for their encouragement for the 

crowd to pick up percussion 
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Oxford Town Hall, 3pm 

Most suitable for ages 4-8 
Celebrating dance from all round 
the world, Alasdair Malloy and the 
Oxford Philharmonic spin us off 

our feet on a joyous journey round 
the globe, discovering just how the 
whole world loves to dance. Leaping 
from ballroom to barndance, salsa 
to samba, this concert will certainly 
get more than your toes tapping! 
Come in your favourite international 
dress and be prepared to learn a 
very unusual dance: Mr Mozart's 
Macarena! Pre-concert craft 
activities at 2pm. 


To be in with a chance of 
winning a family ticket for 
one of the performances, 
answer the following 
question: 


What type of dance will Mr 
Mozart be performing? 

A. The Tango 

B. The Macarena 

C. The Twist 


The closing date for entries is January 
15 2017. 


Please email your answers to 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk and 
be sure to include your full name, 
address and contact phone number. 
Alternatively, you can post your entry 
to FUNomusica Competition, Leys 
News, 26, Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford. 


The winners will be picked at random 
after the closing date. 


Usual terms and conditions apply, 
the editor's decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 


effortless style that makes the 
ladies croon and the gentlemen 
slightly in awe of his majestic 
chord and note progressions. 
Chris, from The Missing 
Persians, who were last on to 
play a great set said: “We were 
very pleased with how the gig 
went, a great atmosphere and 
we felt we did a good punchy 
set which was what was needed 
at that point in the evening. 
"The songs we did were | 
think mostly off our new CD 
Hot Cats - and are all original 
songs written by me (Chris Cox) 
and arranged by The Missing 
Persians. Songs we did were: 
On Concrete, Square Peg, Hole 
in My Heart, 3rd of November, 
APB, Hot Cat. Facebook (not yet 
recorded) and we finished off 
with Old Man's Shoes from our 


all like her old life in the city, and at first she 
feels very different from the new children 
she sees. But when she watches the snow 
falling around her one night, Mia realises 
that she is just like one of the snowflakes - 
unique and perfect in her own way. 

The cast of three consists of Nazerene 
Williams in the lead role of Mia, 
accompanied by Kate Winder as Grandma 


Thursday 8 to Saturday 31 December 
Time: Various 

Tickets: £8 | Children £6 

Ages: 3 to 6 


E Tickets are from £ 6 and are available 
from the Oxford Playhouse Ticket Office 
on 01865 305305 or book online at 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com 


Sound Man Dave was held 
up in traffic but he arrived to 
jubilation from the awaiting 
Sparky and expectant crowd. 

Baxter played some excellent 
covers on his trusty acoustic 
guitar. Hailing from Scotland 
Baxter (real name Steve) played 
a great rendition of Toots and 


going. 


for Sparky's Flying Circus. 


instruments to keep the rhythm 


The guitarist from the band, 
Jeremy, deputises each week 
at the Half Moon on a Thursday 


At The Half Moon he plays 
solo each week and is really 
something to behold in an 


first CD.” 


E November Sparky’s 
Spontaneous Showcase and 


one on Friday 6 January will 
not disappoint either. See 
you all there! 


Spotlight Jam proved to be a 
roaring success, and the next 
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WE HOPE you are as excited about Christmas as we all are here at Leys News! For the last few days we have all been 
wearing our Christmas jumpers, eating lots of mince pies and really getting into the swing of the festive season! With 
school over for a few days and still plenty of time before a visit from Santa Claus, we expect that you all have your 
Christmas trees ready and are still opening your advent calendars ready for the big day. 


To keep you busy while the grown-ups do the boring things like cooking and shopping and housework, we thought it 
would be a good idea to give you the chance to win some fabulous prizes in our great Christmas competition. 


To be in with a chance of winning a brilliant art set and some other fabulous prizes, all you have to do is colour in this 
festive picture and answer the questions in our fun Christmas quiz. 


When you have finished being clever and creative (and everyone else has finished reading Leys News!) simply cut out the 
whole page and send it to us at: Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Entries must be received by January 15 and the winner will be chosen after that date and announced in the next issue of 
Leys News. 


Good luck and have a brilliant Christmas! 


Name: Age: 
Name of parent or guardian: Phone number: 


Address: 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


meveyeanse Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 


UNIVERSITY 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS LEARNING CENTRE 


New Year — 
New Learning 


BLACKBIRD Leys Learning Centre is having a new 
lease of life for 2017. Oxfordshire Adult Learning 
which is now provided by Abingdon & Witney 
College is investing in the local centre starting 

in January and this will bring a range of exciting 
opportunities for local residents. 

The centre is based in the library but there will 
be courses and events happening across Blackbird 
and Greater Leys at venues such as the IT hub in 
the community centre, Leys News own offices at 
Kingfisher Green and with local groups such as 
CDI at the Glow Hall. 

Community learning aims to meet the needs of 
local residents, organisations and employers and 
can cover a really wide range of subjects from arts 
and crafts, to IT and technical skills. 

As well as outdoor subjects such as wildlife or 
foraging, or other practical skills such as changing 
a tyre or manicuring your nails, there are so many 
opportunities and possibilities. 

As the programme is being developed the 
team are keen to hear from local residents and 
groups about what people would like to see being 
offered, anyone can drop into the library and leave 
a message or call 01865 778827, alternatively you 


can drop-in to one of the two drop-in information 
sessions being held in the new year. 

Newly appointed Community Development 
Manager for the area Sasha East said “I am really 
looking forward to coming back to work in 
Blackbird Leys both as someone who has lived 
and worked in the area for many years and as 
someone who has been an adult learner myself. 
| understand the importance of community 
learning and hope to create a vibrant programme 
of courses that are interesting, fun and can enable 
other local people to follow their dreams and 
develop their interests, their careers or both. 

I left school without any qualifications and 
recently completed my masters in charity 
management which | am really proud of.” 

Forthcoming courses starting in the new year: 


Word Processing 
Tuesday evenings 6pm to 8pm starting 17 January 
2017 at the IT Hub in the Community Centre. 

This IT course provides an introduction to using 
Microsoft word and enables the learner to develop 
their word processing skills to be able to produce 
documents for home or for work. 


Spreadsheets 

Thursday evenings 6pm to 8pm starting 19 
January 2017 at the IT Hub in the Community 
Centre. 

This IT course provides an introduction to using 
Microsoft excel and enables the learner to get 
started using spreadsheets for things like budgets 
for income and expenditure, keeping records of 
contacts and for planning projects. 


Wordsmiths of War 
Monday evenings 6pm - 8pm starting 16 January 
at Kingfisher Green (Leys News Offices) 

This course provides an interactive exploration 
of Black involvement — in the UK, mainland 
Europe, America and North Africa during World 
War II through the eyes and words of Black 
Journalists and their inspiring stories during those 
turbulent times. 


Knowing Me! Confidence Building Course 
Monday's 10am-12noon starting 9 January 2017. at 
Kingfisher Green (Leys News Offices) 

During the five weeks of this course learners 
will look at developing self-confidence and self- 
esteem, Gain insight into why you may feel this 
way, Recognise the benefits of self-reflection, 
Understand and manage emotions effectively. 


Build Your Resilience Toolkit 

Aguide to meeting life’s challenges. Fridays from 
10am to 12.30pm starting 10 February 2017 at 
Kingfisher Green (Leys News Offices). 

This course explores a comprehensive range of 
artistic and science-based proven techniques and 
knowledge to strengthen and develop resilience - 
a set of mind and body-based skills and attitudes 
that can provide a lifelong framework to prevent 
and deal with the challenges of anxiety, insomnia, 
stress and depressive crises in life, work and 
relationships. 

It Includes gentle exercise, relaxation, 


mindfulness, brain science, music, writing or 
drawing and ais a look at what we wish for our 
individual mental health in dealing with suffering, 
as experts in our own personal journey, and what 
we share in our common human heritage that can 
support this. 


CSCS Card Training 

for under 25’s with Leys CDI 

We are working in partnership with Leys CDI to 
provide this course that will enable young people 
with an interest in the construction industry to get 
the qualification needed to be able to work on 

a building site. Anyone interested in this course 
needs to contact CDI directly either by dropping 
into the Glow Hall on a Thursday evening or calling 
01865 395927. 


Drop In Information Sessions 

Monday evening 9 January From 6pm-8pm in 
Blackbird Leys Library and Tuesday morning 17 
January 9.30am-1pm. 

Do pop in to one of these sessions and say 
hello, have a chat about what you think should be 
provided and find out about other opportunities 
in the area. 


Other opportunities 

Learning Champions why not volunteer to 
become an advocate for learning in your local 
community? We will be holding training for this 
later in the year. 


Interested in getting hands on experience 
with employers but don’t know where to 
start? 

We have links to employers in Oxfordshire that can 
provide the opportunity to work with them and 
get practical hands on experience in your chosen 
career. 


E For more information call 01865 778827 


Leys News helps to celebrate volunteers 


MORE than 55,000 Oxford residents 
are volunteers and give up their time 
to help transform the lives of others - 
contributing about £27.6m to the city 
every year. 

The UN International Volunteer Day, 
an internationally-recognised day to 
celebrate the contribution volunteers 
make to their communities was 
celebrated in Oxford with a series of short 
films about volunteers and volunteering 
opportunities across Oxford. 

The films were made by local film 
maker Andy Proper and Leys News. 

The Cabinet Office's Community Life 
Survey estimates that 41 per cent of the 
UK's adults (over 18) give up some of their 
time as volunteers. 

This means that about 55,328 adults 
volunteer across Oxford. To mark UN 
International Volunteers Day, Oxford City 
Council commissioned Student Hubs to 
investigate the economic contribution of 
Oxford's volunteers. 

In total, 185 organisations provided 
detailed data about volunteers’ 
contribution to the sector. Extrapolating 
these results across all 55,328 volunteers 
found that Oxford’s volunteers give up 


approximately 3,082,604 hours every 
year. At the Oxford Living Wage of £8.93 
an hour, this is a monetary contribution of 
£27.6m to the city every year. The survey 
also found that: 

@ 75 per cent of Oxford’s volunteers 
support frontline services. This includes 
mentors, helpers, befrienders, sports 
coaches; gardeners, cooks and tutors 

@ 14 per cent provide additional capacity 
by supporting back office functions, 
including communications, fundraising, 
volunteer recruitment 

@ 11 per cent provide governance 
support by contributing to trustee 
boards, steering committees or as school 
governors. 

Student Hubs is a charity that 
encourages students to volunteer in their 
local communities. 

Throughout this week, Oxford City 
Council will be celebrating the work of 
volunteers in Oxford - and promoting 
the broad range of volunteering 
opportunities available in the city. 

The City Council commissioned Leys 
News to produce 14 short films featuring 
interviews with volunteers about their 
role, why they volunteer, and why they 


think others should also volunteer. 

The City Council also worked with OCVA 
(Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary 
Action), which links organisations 
looking for volunteers with people who 
are interested in volunteering, on the 
campaign. 

The aim of the campaign was to 
encourage people to volunteer by 
registering their interest with OCVA. 

The charity will then help find local 
volunteering opportunities for everyone 
who has registered an interest in 
volunteering. 

Councillor Christine Simm, Executive 
Board Member for Culture and 
Communities, said: “I am so proud of the 
passion and commitment of Oxford's 
volunteers. They come from such a broad 
range of backgrounds and make a huge 
contribution in many different ways, each 
and every day, to the residents of the city.” 


E For more information about 
volunteering in Oxford, and to 
register your interest in becoming 
a local volunteer, please visit: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/volunteer. 


New courses 
at BLITZ 


THE BLITZ IT Hub in Blackbird Leys has announced a series of new 
courses for 2017. Whether you are a complete beginner, looking 

to improve your IT skills or want to learn how to build a website or 
maintain your PC, there is a course for you. The courses will run as 
follows: 


IT Beginners 
Starts 10/01/2017 and runs every Tuesday morning from 10am- 
12.15pm, until 14/12/2017 


IT Improvers 
Starts 12/01/2017 and runs every Thursday morning from 9.30am- 
11.45am, until 16/02/2017 


IT Bridge 
Starts 09/01/2017 and runs every Monday and Wednesday morning 
from 9.30-11.45am, until 08/02/2017 


Build your own website 
Starts on 12/01/2017 and runs every Thursday afternoon from 12.30- 
2.45pm, until 16/02/2017 


PC Maintenance 
Starts on 11/01/2017 and runs every Wednesday afternoon from 
12.30-2.45pm, until 15/12/2017 


ITQ level 2/3 equivalent 
Starts 22/02/2017 and runs every Wednesday (excluding school 
holidays) from 9.30am-2.45pm, with a lunch break, until 14/06/2017 


E Details are also available at www.blitzithub.co.uk 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your 
local area with a Leys News 
Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from 
as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John 
on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 

& 07884318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 
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Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 
T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 0X4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

2 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
@ 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face, Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 
3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
T 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £10,000 more! 


3.64 bedroom houses URGONTLY 
remedied) Wie willl newt or busy! 


Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 

Want a fast sale at near market price? 
Solutions for properties with little or 
there may bea solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 


E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


no equity, refurbishment work taken 
on. Whatever your circumstances 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like 
your sporting 


achievements 
featured in Leys 
News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


FREE courses at BLITZ 


The BLITZ IT hub is offering free courses to help people who live 
in the Leys to improve their IT and computer skills. Complete 
beginners welcome. (FOR MORE DETAILS SEE PAGE 13) 


Call us on 01865 806453 
or drop in and see us in Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


OXFORDSHIRE 
> COUNTY COUREL 
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WHAT'S ON 
IN THE LEYS 


DECEMBER 2016/JANUARY 2017 


A quick guide to what's available locally. 
If you have a service or event you'd like to 
include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1Ipm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

m Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 

T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


CHILDREN 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4-5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


‘@ 01865 770403 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

® Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannah 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 


or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


EŒ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am-8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
0X47WJ. 

T Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
T Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


Welcome events for local over-50s 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. Please tel: 
01865 395908 for more details. 


New! January welcome lunch 

Bring and Share Lunch Monday 16 
January 12 noon. Bring some food or 
drink to share, and enjoy a sociable lunch 
together. All welcome! 

New regular Clockhouse event, with 
bring and share food plus an interesting 
talk. This month: Living Well Oxford. 
Hear all about this group’s exciting plans 
for 2017, and tell them what new health 
research YOU would most like to know 
about. 


New! Free family history course 
coming soon 

at Blackbird Leys Community Centre IT 
Hub. Discover your family history! Starts 
with a ‘taster’ session on 10 February. 
Please tel: 395908 for more details. 


New! Wordsmiths Of War. Free 

World War II workshop with historian 
Natty Mark of the African School. Monday 
23 January 11 am — 12 noon. 

Find out more about the 
international/British black community's 
contribution through journalism, 
medical work and the forces. Come and 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
astimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 

rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
T 07729 581975 


E MYOX4 

Community recovery project for 
individuals wishing to achieve and 
maintain abstinence from drugs and 
alcohol also promoting healthy lifestyles 
and wellbeing with free and confidential 
advice and support. 

9 Knights Rd, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. OX4 
6HU 

T 01865 778163 

E: seanqualter.lifeline@gmail.com 
facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
LifelineOxfordService 


THE CLOCKHOUSE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Our sessions are either low-cost 
or free, and all Leys over 
50s are very welcome! 


share your own family stories of WWII. 
Everyone welcome! 


Over-50s advice 
FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 
the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. 

Next one: Monday 30 January. Please 
BOOK an appointment (tel: 395908): 
10am—12pm. 


Monday tea-time social for over 50s 
Tea-time social club fora friendly cup of 
tea and a chat. Every Monday, starting 

9 January - 1.30 to 3.30 pm £1 includes 
refreshments. Tel: 395908. 


Dance for over 50s 

Regular dances. Next one Monday 9 
January: LINE DANCE (11-12). 

£2. Please tel: 395908 for details 


Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Great for better flexibility, balance and 
movement. Beginners welcome! Every 


Tuesday starting 10 January. 10 to 11am 
at the Clockhouse. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 

Every Tuesday starting 10 January. 1.30 
to 3.30pm. This group is currently full — 
tel: 395908 to express your interest. 


Crafts group for over 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
£1. Every Wednesday, 11 am to 12.30 pm. 
Starting 4 January. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you get 
more supple, and boost energy. 
Beginners very welcome! Every Thursday 
starting 19 January, 10-11 am. £2. 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. Next Club 
meeting: Thursday 5 January 2017, 2-4 
pm. £2. Tel: 395908. 


THE LEYS WI 


Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over are welcome to 
attend. Next meeting will be on 6 July. 


07973 336 041 
W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
MEETING 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 


T 0208 9888777 


Art group for over-50s 

Beginners welcome. POTTERS COURT, 
Robin Place, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7FF. 
Next date; Thursday 26 January 2-4 pm. 
£1 includes materials. Tel: 395908. 


Computer courses for over-50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. FREE. You need to 
book. Tel: c/o 395908. 


Evening socials 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
Adults of all ages welcome. £2. Next 
meeting: Wednesday 25 January 7-9pm 
(BINGO). Tel: 01865 395908. 


Community gardening 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful. Tel: 395908. 


Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £15 a day including a hot 
two-course meal, plus a transport charge 
if used. 

Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 or 
email: rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org. 
uk for more details or to book an initial 
visit. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
(starting in March), Fridays, 
3.30—8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 

T Trish, 07824 644874 


@ Oxford Polish Association 
Mondays, 6—9pm 

T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
447696 


@ FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning, 
£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
@ 01865 402070 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 

T 07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 


@ Boxing Club 

Juniors and Seniors. 

@ For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
7-16 yrs Tuesday 4-5pm Thursday 
4.30-5.30pm Saturdays 12-Ipm 
16 yrs+ Tuesday 5-6pm Saturday 
1-2pm 

T 07518 502920 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with 
fast wired internet connection, 
ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
range of activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 


For more details contact 


E Long Ground, Greater Leys, 0X4 7FX (look for the clocks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 

Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 
Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Tuesdays 1.30-2.30pm and 
Thursdays 10-11am, or by appointment. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 


Jayne on 01865 402070 


E Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, 0X4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 
E: blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk 


Bible study: Wednesdays: 6—8pm, except last Friday of 
month. 

T 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Œ Seventh Day Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 

Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 

Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 

E Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
Sunday Service: 1lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 964056 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Now meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground, 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


ABLE 
CENTRE 


Free courses in Maths and English 


T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s 
liturgy; and at 6pm. 

T 01865 776903 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL Community 
Centre, Sundays, 11am-2pm 

@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 

EŒ Redeem Christian Church of God 

Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 


Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 


E Kingsway International Christian Centre 
Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, children's 

church runs concurrently. 

Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, OX4 7BU. 
T 07951262426 admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


Improve your skills 
and get a recognised qualification. 


Œ Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL Community 
Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm. 

T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 
To book a time to come in call 01865 728688 
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A THREE-YEAR investment in Oxford's the council staff who keep our public 


© 
public convenience facilities has been conveniences clean. 
recognised, as the City Council won ten "And the icing on the cake is that 
Platinum Grade and eight Gold Grade Loo Oxford is the overall UK winner when 


of the Year Awards from the British Toilet it comes to public toilet provision - 
Association (BTA). Platinum is the highest recognition of the investment the City 


grade granted by the BTA. Council has made to ensure the facilities 
On top of this the City Council was are first-rate. | want to congratulate and 
the UK overall winner in the in the Public thank the park rangers, the town hall staff 
Toilet category beating off challengers and the Streetscene staff for their efforts 
from the rest of England, Scotland, Wales and dedication in providing a first-class 
and Northern Ireland. service for Oxford’s residents and visitors.” 
The awards follow a £700k programme The City Council maintains 23 public 
of refurbishment work carried out conveniences: 
between 2013 and 2016. ® one at Redbridge Park and Ride 
The work saw 13 of Oxford's street- @ Three in parks 
based public conveniences refurbished @ One in the Town Hall 
along with three facilities based in the @ One in each of the Council's four 
Council's parks. cemeteries 
During the same period the Town @ 14others across the City 
Hall’s public toilets were also modernised The conveniences at the Redbridge 
as part of a separate project. Park and Ride, at the cemeteries and 


Councillor John Tanner, Board Member those in the city are looked after by six 
for a Clean and Green Oxford, said: “Three Streetscene staff, seven days a week, 364 
years ago Oxford was one of the top 20 days a year. They clean each facility three 


councils for our public toilets. Now we times a day. 
are the overall UK winner for public toilet Cllr Tanner added: “These results are 
provision. It’s a remarkable achievement the highest placing that the Council 
and recognition of the investment the has achieved and it is also the first 
Pictured left to right. lan Oliver, Parks; Jonathan Goldmin, Managing Director of the Evolve Company; Paul McNaughton, City Council has made to ensure the time that we have received Platinum 
Streetscene; Des Porter, Streetscene Supervisor; Doug Loveridge, Streetscene Service Manager; Michael Finney, facilities are first-rate. These awards are standard for any of our facilities - quite an 
Streetscene; Brian Smith, Streetscene; Osman Yildrim, Streetscene Supervisor; Joseph Evan-Kiiru, Community Services; : ” 
a well-deserved acknowledgement for improvement. 


Troy Smart, Streetscene. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


Win money for you and your community by recycling more! 


Pledge now to take part by visiting oxfo d.gov.uk/ 


